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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Internal	
  Linking

	
  	
  	
  What	
  Is	
  It?	
  
Linking	
  to	
  and	
  from	
  pages	
  within	
  your	
  website.

	
  	
  
	
  	
  Why	
  Is	
  It	
  Important?	
  

When	
  Google	
  Bots	
  see	
  a	
  link	
  in	
  your	
  site,	
  they	
  iden-fy	
  
that	
  link	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  to	
  another	
  important	
  page	
  on	
  or	
  
off	
  your	
  site	
  and	
  it	
  passes	
  authority	
  on	
  to	
  that	
  page.



Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Top	
  Level	
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Top	
  Level	
  =	
  Main	
  Market	
  Keyword

2nd	
  Tier	
  =	
  Money	
  Keywords	
  (Keywords	
  you	
  are	
  really	
  trying	
  to	
  rank	
  for)

3rd	
  Tier	
  =	
  Longtail	
  Keywords	
  that	
  support	
  your	
  money	
  keywords

Top	
  Level	
  =	
  Home	
  Page,	
  2nd	
  Tier	
  =	
  Categories,	
  3rd	
  Tier	
  =	
  Sub-­‐Pages
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Top	
  Level	
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Types	
  of	
  Internal	
  Linking:	
  	
  Contextual	
  Linking
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Types	
  of	
  Internal	
  Linking:	
  	
  Related	
  Posts/Pages
You	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  manually	
  or	
  with	
  a	
  plugin...
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Types	
  of	
  Internal	
  Linking:	
  	
  Side	
  Bar
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Types	
  of	
  Internal	
  Linking:	
  	
  Top	
  Naviga-on	
  Bar
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Dog	
  
Obedience	
  
Training

Crate	
  Training

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

Dog	
  Breeds

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

House	
  Training

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

Puppy	
  Names

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

Puppy	
  Training

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

Case	
  Study:
Dog-­‐Obedience-­‐Training-­‐Review.com
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Example	
  of	
  Internal	
  Linking	
  in	
  Side	
  Bars
dog-­‐obedience-­‐training-­‐review.com
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Example	
  of	
  Internal	
  Linking:	
  Contextual
dog-­‐obedience-­‐training-­‐review.com

Also	
  no-ce	
  
use	
  of	
  bold	
  
context

throughout	
  
ar-cle
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Example	
  of	
  Internal	
  Linking:	
  Related	
  Posts/Pages
dog-­‐obedience-­‐training-­‐review.com
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Internal	
  Linking	
  Tips

•	
  	
  Internal	
  Linking	
  is	
  integral	
  to	
  SEO	
  
Success	
  and	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  
overlooked	
  components	
  of	
  SEO
•	
  	
  As	
  3rd	
  ,er	
  pages	
  (less	
  compe,,ve	
  
pages)	
  gain	
  authority	
  through	
  inbound	
  
links,	
  2nd	
  ,er	
  pages	
  start	
  gaining	
  
authority	
  as	
  well.
•	
  	
  Rocket	
  ship	
  example
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Introduc,on	
  to	
  Internal	
  Linking

Top	
  Level	
  
Keyword
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  Tier
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  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

2nd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

2nd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

2nd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
  Tier

3rd	
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3rd	
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3rd	
  Tier
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Determine	
  your	
  linking	
  strategy.	
  	
  
Step
1

Linking	
  Strategies:
•	
  	
  Contextual
•	
  	
  Related	
  Posts
•	
  	
  Side	
  Bar
•	
  	
  Naviga,on	
  Bar

Example:
•	
  	
  Related	
  Posts	
  &	
  

Contextual	
  on	
  Tier	
  2
•	
  	
  Contextual	
  on	
  Tier	
  3
•	
  	
  Side	
  Bar	
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Create	
  a	
  text	
  document	
  with	
  the	
  url	
  of	
  every	
  page
on	
  your	
  site	
  you	
  plan	
  on	
  linking	
  too.

Step
2

Ar,cle	
  Title
Ar,cle	
  URL
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Go	
  to	
  each	
  page	
  and	
  begin
implemen-ng	
  your	
  linking	
  strategy.

Step
3
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For	
  contextual	
  linking:	
  	
  Highlight	
  appropriate	
  words
and	
  then	
  click	
  on	
  the	
  “insert	
  link”	
  icon.

Step
4

2

1
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Copy	
  the	
  url	
  you	
  want	
  this	
  text	
  to	
  link	
  too	
  and	
  paste	
  it	
  
into	
  the	
  URL	
  field.	
  Then	
  type	
  in	
  the	
  ar-cle	
  -tle	
  into	
  the	
  

-tle	
  field	
  and	
  click	
  “Add	
  Link”.

Step
5

1
2

3
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Verify	
  link	
  was	
  added	
  by	
  change	
  of	
  color	
  and	
  underline,	
  then	
  click	
  
“update”.	
  	
  	
  Go	
  to	
  live	
  web	
  page	
  to	
  verify	
  link	
  works	
  correctly.

(If	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  fix	
  a	
  link,	
  just	
  highlight	
  the	
  link	
  &	
  click	
  on	
  the	
  “unlink”	
  icon	
  and	
  start	
  again.)

Step
6

1

2
Unlink
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For	
  related	
  post	
  linking:	
  	
  Scroll	
  to	
  area	
  of	
  post	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  add	
  
related	
  links	
  and	
  type	
  in	
  -tles.	
  	
  (Add	
  bullet	
  points	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  and	
  

then	
  link	
  to	
  the	
  appropriate	
  post	
  by	
  repea-ng	
  steps	
  4	
  -­‐	
  6.)

Step
7

If	
  you	
  want	
  bullet	
  points,	
  highlight	
  text	
  
and	
  then	
  click	
  Bullet	
  Point	
  icon
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For	
  related	
  post	
  linking:	
  	
  You	
  Can	
  Also
Install	
  “Yet	
  Another	
  Related	
  Posts	
  Plugin”.

Plugin
Op-on
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For	
  side	
  bar	
  linking:	
  	
  Go	
  to	
  “Link	
  Categories”	
  
under	
  the	
  lec	
  dashboard	
  “links”	
  tab.

Step
8
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Add	
  “Featured	
  Ar-cles”	
  (or	
  something	
  similar	
  you	
  may	
  like)	
  to	
  
the	
  name	
  field.	
  	
  Then	
  add	
  “featured-­‐ar-cles”	
  to	
  the	
  slug	
  field.

Click	
  “Add	
  New	
  Link	
  Category”.

Step
9

1

2

3
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Next,	
  go	
  to	
  “All	
  Links”	
  under	
  the	
  lec	
  dashboard	
  menu.
Step
10
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Start	
  by	
  dele-ng	
  all	
  default	
  wordpress	
  links	
  if	
  you	
  
haven’t	
  already.	
  	
  	
  Check	
  the	
  box	
  next	
  to	
  “Name”	
  

and	
  this	
  will	
  select	
  all	
  links.

Step
11
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Then	
  use	
  the	
  drop	
  down	
  menu	
  to	
  select	
  “Delete”	
  
and	
  then	
  click	
  “Apply”.

Step
12

1

2
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Then	
  click	
  “Add	
  New”.
Step
13
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Add	
  the	
  Name	
  of	
  the	
  link,	
  then	
  the	
  copy/paste	
  the	
  url,	
  then	
  type	
  in	
  
the	
  full	
  descrip-on	
  &	
  then	
  check	
  the	
  appropriate	
  category	
  box.	
  	
  
Then	
  Click	
  “Add	
  Link”.	
  	
  (Check	
  website	
  to	
  verify	
  the	
  link	
  works.)

Step
14

NOTE:	
  	
  You	
  must	
  
have	
  the	
  link	
  

widget	
  ac-ve	
  for	
  
this	
  linking	
  

strategy	
  to	
  work.

1

2

3

4

5

Important
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For	
  top	
  naviga-on	
  bar	
  linking:	
  	
  Go	
  to	
  “Menus”	
  
under	
  the	
  lec	
  dashboard	
  “Appearance”	
  tab.

Step
15
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Create	
  a	
  custom	
  menu	
  name	
  of	
  your	
  choosing	
  and	
  
type	
  it	
  into	
  the	
  “menu	
  name”	
  field	
  and	
  

then	
  click	
  “Create	
  Menu”.

Step
16

21
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Use	
  the	
  drop	
  down	
  menu	
  under	
  “Header	
  Menu”
	
  to	
  choose	
  your	
  custom	
  menu	
  and	
  then	
  click	
  “Save”.	
  

Step
17

1

2
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Scroll	
  down	
  to	
  pages	
  and	
  check	
  the	
  menu	
  items	
  
that	
  you	
  wanjo	
  appear	
  in	
  your	
  main	
  website	
  menu	
  

and	
  click	
  “Add	
  to	
  Menu”.

Step
18

2

1
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Drag	
  boxes	
  around	
  to	
  put	
  the	
  menu	
  items	
  in	
  order.	
  	
  Indent	
  a	
  
menu	
  item	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  it	
  to	
  follow	
  under	
  a	
  2nd	
  -er	
  main	
  

menu	
  item.	
  	
  When	
  done,	
  click	
  “Save	
  Menu”	
  and	
  check	
  website.

Step
19

Indented	
  Page

1

2
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